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Highlights from Docket HM-216B 
• Effective July 25, 2012 
• The docket incorporates rail special permits into the HMR.  

Special Permits are issued by PHMSA & allows a 
company/railroad to ship HM in a manner that varies from 
the HMR, provided that an equivalent level of safety is 
maintained. 

• Removes AAR-600 registration/standards applicable to 
portable tanks shipped by rail – §174.63(c) & Chp. 4 (M-1002). 

• Permits alternative start-to-discharge pressure requirements 
for certain DOT specification tank cars. 

• Authorizes certain DOT & AAR tank specification stamping 
to be placed on identification plates (stub sill) vs. the tank 
head. 

• Revises §179.13(b) - (Tank car capacity & gross wt. limitation) to 
authorize GWR  to exceed 263,000 lbs. up to 286,000 lbs. 



Highlights from Docket HM-216B 

• PIH/TIH tank cars exceeding 263,000 GWR require 
approval from FRA - HQ, some exceptions apply. 

• Authorizes Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) of hazmat 
shipping papers by rail. 

• Permits loading of Anhydrous Ammonia to be measured 
using metering devices vs. measuring the car by weight. 

• Amends §174.26 to clarify that the train crew must have a 
written document reflecting the current position in their train 
of HM rail cars  (i.e., electronically generated train consists 
are not acceptable to satisfy this requirement). 

• Clarifies that electronically generated HM shipping 
description /information is a separate requirement &     the 
requirement may be provided electronically. 



Highlights from Docket HM-216B 
Impact on Tank Car Facilities / Tank Car Owners 

• Requires all reports of inspection/tests to be sent to the 
tank car owner, including the owner of tank coatings/ 
linings. 

• Tank car owners must provide written instructions on the 
criterion to be used in requalifying their tank cars for 
service.  The tank car facility is required to maintain these 
written instructions. 

• Requires that tank car owners or owners of the service 
equipment arrange for the service equipment (filling, 
discharge, PRD, venting, heating devices) to be 
requalified at least once every 10 years - no alternative 
procedure is permitted beyond 10 years. 



Highlights from Docket HM-216B 

• Simplifies the “Allowable Shell Thickness Reduction Table” 
for a tank car service life. 

• Permits FRA to declare a tank car to be in “unsafe 
operating condition” requiring a tank car to be inspected   
& tested, based on the existence of an “objectively 
reasonable & articulable belief”, instead of a probable 
cause. 

• Reiterates that hydrostatic testing of tank car tanks is      
no longer required to requalify a tank car for continued 
service, replaced with Non-destructive Testing (NDT) 
methods 

• HM-216B is a topic for training during the upcoming HM 
Recurrency course in 2014. 



Preventing Non-
Accident Releases 

(NAR’s) 



FRA Goal – Reduce Non-Accident Releases (NAR’s) 

Reducing NAR’s thru Education 
• FRA Hazmat Seminar – Reno, NV (June 24 – 28, 2013) 

•  420+ registered attendance + 16 sponsors   
•  Focus – eliminate NAR’s 

• FRA Shipper Training Seminar – Billings, MT (Sept. 17-19, 2013) 
•  245+ registered attendance 



Possible New Rulemakings 

Part 174 – Carriage by Rail 
(Hazmat) 

• Revamp carrier requirements, 
including HM train placement. 

• Incorporate several DOT Special 
Permits affecting transportation by    
rail into the HMR. 

• PHMSA meeting in Wash., D.C.     
Aug. 27-28, 2013 on revising Part 174 

 
Part 179 – Specifications         

for Tank Cars 
• Review unnecessary or outdated tank 

specification standards. 



FRA One-Time Movement Approvals (OTMA) 

OTMA 
Application 



FRA One-Time Movement Approvals (OTMA) 

Approval 



• Outlined in HMG-127 -  available via FRA website:  
www.fra.dot.gov 1st  published: Jan. 31, 2012,  2nd revision – 
Oct. 3, 2012.  New revision due in late 2013. 

• Purpose -  provide safe movement & tracking of non-compliant 
bulk packages by rail & identify systemic safety problems. 

• Authority - §174.50 (Nonconforming or leaking packages) 
• Creates three procedures for obtaining FRA approval:  OTMA-1, 

OTMA-2, OTMA-3. 
• Recommended to use the “Reverse 3-2-1 process” 
• Determine if the defect meets any of the defect situations 

defined for OTMA-3 category.  If not, is the defect due to an 
overloaded condition ~ OTMA-2?  If not, its automatically an 
OTMA-1. 

One-Time Movement Approvals (OTMA) 

http://www.fra.dot.gov/


One-Time Movement Approvals (OTMA) 
OTMA Categories 

OTMA-3  Applicability :  Standing Approval (low-risk) 

• Notification to FRA & railroad carrier via email:  
HMASSIST@dot.gov  .  Written response from FRA is not 
required, providing  the conditions in HMG-127 are met. 

• Not applicable to tanks containing PIH materials (load or residue). 
• Examples:   
  Missing or damaged service equipment (no leakage) 
  Damaged protective housings 
  Cleaned tanks having a defective valve 
  Cleaned tank cars moving for dismantling 
  Damaged pkgs (no leak) loaded on flatcars or in gondolas 

mailto:HMASSIST@dot.gov


OTMA-2  Applicability : Overloads 

• Rail cars overloaded by weight only.  Cars overloaded by 
volume generally are NOT granted approval. 

• Additional product information is required to determine if the 
car exceeds its maximum filling limit standard. 

OTMA-1  Applicability :  Traditional 

• Standard written application required. 
• Covers all non-complying conditions that are NOT covered by 

OTMA-3 or OTMA-2. 
• Examples: 
  Damage to tank shell or head 
  Stub sill crack 
  Bottom outlet valve damaged (no leakage) 
 Valve leaking thru secondary closure, where the primary 

closure remains functional. 



OTMA  Basics 
• Verbal authorization from FRA can be obtained, followed by any 

necessary paperwork. 
• Railroads are NOT obligated to honor an approval issued by FRA. 
• Most OTMA’s require that a written response to a defective 

condition on any remedial action be sent to HQ within 60 days 
following its issuance. 

• The fact that FRA issues a OTMA does not mean that a violation 
(civil penalty) will not be generated. 

• In 2012, FRA issued 2,318 OTMA’s & for 2013 it’s anticipated that 
the number will rise to 6,000. 

• Civil penalty guidelines for failure to obtain a OTMA= $7,500  
Failure to follow the OTMA directives= $5,000 

• The main contact for OTMA in the Hazmat Division (HQ) is:        
Kurt Eichenlaub – HM Specialist, (202) 493-6050. 



Rule of Thumb 
May be shipped International, if 49 CFR does not apply  ! 
Must be shipped 49 CFR, if International does not apply ! 

1. Applicable if any part of the transportation is in accordance 
with IMDG, TDG, ICAO, IAEA – subject to the limitations in 49 
CFR, Part 171 Subpart C ! 

2. The Agreement of Reciprocity with Canada incorporates HM 
shipments regulations & the act of transporting HM shipments 
within the U.S. 

3. If the offeror opts to use TDG or IMDG, they must fully comply 
with ALL of the international requirements, plus any applicable 
conditions & limitations defined in 49 CFR. 

49 CFR vs. International 
Standards 

§171.12 (Canada) & 
§171.22 (International) 



Hazmat Shipping Paper 
Description Sequence 

           49 CFR – The basic description sequence became 
mandatory on 1-1-2013 (i.e., ID number, Proper Shipping 
Name, Hazard Class, Packing Group). 
 
          TDG (Canadian Regulations) – Section 3.5.7 : 
The Canadians have not yet adopted the international 
standard for shipping paper (documentation).  The old 
sequence (i.e., PSN, Hazard Class, ID number, PG) 
remains in effect.  Since, the Agreement of Reciprocity 
(§171.22) states that DOT will accept HM shipments  
from Canada that are in compliance with TDG (no 
limitation applicable), DOT is obligated to accept the     
old description sequence on Canadian shipments. 



Hazmat Inspector’s Jurisdiction 

• Docket HM-223, final rule effective June 1, 2005 
• Provides a definition of “transportation” of  hazardous 

materials & defines DOT’s jurisdiction: 
 “Pre-transportation function” 
 “Loading incidental to movement” 
 “Storage incidental to movement” 
 “Movement” – physical transfer from one    

  location to another 
 “Unloading incidental to movement” 

• With some exception, “consignee conducted 
unloading on private property (after the carrier  has 
departed the facility) is not regulated by DOT”. 



Hazmat Inspector’s Jurisdiction 

• “Transloading” – transfer of a HM from one 
package to another for the purpose of continuing 
the movement, meets the definition of “unloading 
incidental to movement” – thus the operation is 
regulated by DOT. 

 
• §173.31(g) – Tank car loading & unloading 

remains in effect at any time (e.g., caution sign, 
hand brakes, wheel chocks, denied access). 
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